
2/20/2019 AAHU Legislative Newsletter- February 2019

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132187250421&format=html&print=true 1/4

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

Arizona Association
of Health Underwriters

Legislative Newsletter
February 2019

In This Issue
Upcoming Events

 

DAY AT THE CAPITOL
 

What's Happening- State
 

Federal Items to Note
 

NAHU Podcasts
 

 

Upcoming Events
 

February 2019
NAHU Capitol Conference
Date: February 24-27 2019
Washington D.C. 
More Information Here
 
March 2019
GPAHU Monthly Meeting
NAHU's Marcy Buckner
Date: March 19, 2019
11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Phoenix Country Club
2901 N 7th St
Phoenix, AZ 85014
Register Here
 
SAAHU Monthly Meeting
NAHU's Marcy Buckner
Date: March 20, 2019
8:00 am to 9:30 am 
Sheraton Tucson Hotel
5151 Grant Road 
Tucson, AZ 85712
Register Here
 

MAY- Save The Date
AAHU Annual Symposium
May 2, 2019 
Phoenix Airport Marriott
Time: TBD
more information to come shortly

 
Great day at the Capitol!

 
We had a great turn out, shy of our goal, but a great turn out!
Lively conversation with our panel regarding mini-COBRA;
Association Health Plans; the opioid crisis in Arizona; and their
respective focus for the 54th Legislative Session.

Key take away:

Mini-COBRA will be amended to clarify 2-19, and
medical plans only.
AHP is chugging along, working on how to include Sole
Proprietorsbetter.
There will be bills introduced relating to opioid and
vaping as this ia big concern from Brophy McGee and
Carter.
Christina Corieri from Gov. Ducey's office summarized
his focus this year, which from a healthcare side didn't
make the top focus items. She did mention 1332 waivers
were reviewed with the conclusion they were not right
for Arizona.

Our lobbyist on the legislative process and what to expect during
our individual meetings.

Key take away:
Create relationships with your legislators when you
don't need them. There were over 1200 bills dropped for
this session, they do not have the ability to be an expert
on everything. We are the experts in our field, make sure
your district legislators know who you are and you are
available to them.
If they ask you a question and you don't know the
answer, tell them you don't know and follow up with
them after you learn the answer.

We were able to schedule 19 meetings with legislators attended by
our members, their constituents. ~80% held even though the day was
fluid with committee meetings that ran long.All feedback from those
attended was very positive.
 
If you attended, please complete our quick survey. We are always
striving to improve this event and are asking for feedback.
 
If you didn't attend, we missed you and look forward to seeing you
next year.

 
 
 

 
What's Happening- State Level

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1107203470852&ca=33eb9d2a-e419-456f-960c-31811dd20358&id=preview
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg0b0lwq3d695ae2&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg0t86an5603b13d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://saahu.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GL5JZG8
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June-July
NAHU National Conference
Date: June 29- July 2
Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina
San Diego, California 92101
More information here

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

Arizona Department of Insurance issued Bulletin 2019-1
reminding regulated entities the use of "credits" (may be referred as
implementation, administrative, partnership, or wellness credits) is
prohibited unless uniformly applied to all groups in a like manner
and on a nondiscriminatory basis; no such adjustment would be
acceptable for community-rated products.
 
The Arizona Department of Insurance has also adopted
regulations on the out-of-network claim dispute resolution process
set forth in ARS §§ 20-3111 through 20-3119.
 
A few state bills to note:
(https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview?SessionID=121)

SB 1085 Association Health Plans (Brophy McGee):  SB
1085 requires a group/association of employers that
establishes a bona fide group or association for health
insurance purposes to meet the primary purpose, commonality,
and nondiscrimination standards and requirements of federal
regulations. Defines "employer" to include sole proprietors
and working owners. Requires an insurer that issues a health
plan to a bona fide group/association to notify the DOI when
the insurer submits policy form filings.  SB 1085 was held this
week; however, it will be heard in the Senate Health and
Human Service Committee on Wednesday (February 20th).

HB 2135 Health Insurance; Assignment of Benefits
(Cobb):  HB 2135 will not be moving forward this year. 

HB 2167 Insurer Responsibility; Pharmacy Benefits and
HB 2168 Pharmacies; Fees; Prohibition (Barto): Decision
to table both HB 2167 and HB 2168 for this session.

HB 2375 Short-Term Limited Duration Insurance; Notice
(Barto): HB 2375 passed out of the House Health and Human
Services Committee on Thursday, 5-4.  The bill conforms state
law to new federal rules by permitting STLD policy periods to
be up to 364 days and to allow renewals not to exceed 36
months of coverage. HB 2375 requires the insurer to include a
prominent disclosure alerting the consumer to limitation of
STLD insurance and to provide a renewal notice before the
policy expires.  The bill was amended in committee to mirror
SB 1109 short-termed limited duration insurance; notice
(Livingston).

HB 2603 Health Plans; Providers; Payment Reporting
(Kern): HB 2603 will be heard in the House Health and
Human Services Committee on Thursday (February 21)
morning.  The bill stipulates that health plans are required to
report specified information to the Department of Health
Services to enable the Department to calculate the weighted
average payor rate for each hospital, outpatient facility and
physician group. The Department is required to issue an
annual report on relative prices paid by health plans and
received by health care providers and the weighted average
payor rate paid to each acute care hospital, outpatient facility
and physician group, and to present the report in a manner that
does not disclose actual prices paid and that identifies price

https://nahu.org/events/recurring-events/2019-annual-convention
https://www.azblue.com/brokersandconsultants
https://www.uhc.com/
https://www.cigna.com/
https://www.humana.com/
https://www.alerusrb.com/
https://www.benefit-plans-inc.com/
https://www.basiconline.com/
https://insurance.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Regulatory%20Bulletin%202019-01%20Rebates.pdf
https://insurance.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Rules%2020%20AAC%2024%20Out-Of-Network%20Dispute%20Resolution%2020181227.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=20
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview?SessionID=121
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variation among health care providers, by health plan and by
provider type. Other information that must be included in the
report is listed. Data collected by the Department for the report
is not a public record.  Aside from the plans, the hospitals are
adamantly opposed to the bill.

SB 1469 Agency Consolidation; Department of Insurance
(Livingston): SB 1469 failed to pass in the Senate Finance
Committee on Wednesday evening by a vote of 3-7.  The bill
would have consolidated the Arizona Department of
Financial Institutions and the Automobile Theft Authority
into the Department of Insurance. The bill is currently
scheduled for reconsideration this Wednesday (February 20) in
the Finance Committee.

 
Federal Items to Note: 

 

Capitol Conference is next week, if you are registered, please
listen to the Healthcare Happy Hour. 

Senate Bill 80 to repeal HIT was submitted January 10th by
John Barasso (R-WY)m Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) and Cory
Gardner (R-CO). Martha McSally (R-AZ) co-sponsored on
January 31st. 

Janet Stokes Trautwein submitted comments to HHS regarding
HIPAA regulations. It's a quick and interesting read. 

Did you do your OPERATION SHOUT last week on
Medicare-for-all? No time like the present. The MFA
organization had events across the country February 9-13.
Marcy Buckner, NAHU VP of Gov't Affairs, is coming to
Arizona this March! Did you see her webinar on the State of
the Union and Healthcare policy? Some of you didn't as you
were at DATC, watch it here!.

 

 
 
 

Make sure to register for NAHU's podcasts
on Stitcher or iTunes.
 

https://www.blackgould.com/
https://www.deltadentalaz.com/
https://www.paragonpartners.cc/
https://rogersbenefit.com/
https://www.securecaredental.com/
https://www.tasconline.com/
https://www.tdadental.com/
https://www.azfmc.com/
https://www.redirecthealth.com/
https://nahu.org/resources/publications/podcasts/capitol-conference-2019-know-before-you-go
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/80/text
https://nahu.org/media/4036/privacy_rfi_final_021219.pdf
http://cqrcengage.com/nahu/app/write-a-letter?0&engagementId=496217
https://medicare4all.org/the-people-will-win-medicare-for-all-thousands-united-this-week-to-prove-it/
https://nahu.org/resources/publications/webinars/live-from-nahu-2019-state-of-the-union
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/nahu-healthcare-happy-hour/id1371676417?mt=2
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2018-2019 Theme: 
 

Protect Your
Future

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

::Thank you again to those that attended DATC we
hope to see you at NAHU Capitol Conference,
AAHU State Symposium, and NAHU National

Conference. 
  

 
Your AAHU Legislative Co-Chairs

  
Peter Rowe

 Jennifer Farrell

                       

Be sure to visit us at www.azahu.org
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